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Numb. 9. 


AN 


Pugquilition of Scandal ; 


Confifting in Aufwers 


of Queffions and Doubts, 


Remarks, Obfervation and Reflection. 


Cilednefday, July 4. 1705. 


HE Society think themfelves not An- 
fwerable tor the Impertinence of the 
Letters fent, only think themfelves o- 

blig’d to take care their Anfwers are fuitable. 
The following, Letter writ in the firft Perfon 
of Blinds, but the Anfwer direéted to Policarpus 
at a Wne-Cellar; contains fome odd Paflages that 
fecm diverting,but have fomething in them that 
feem to pive a Chara@er which fuits coo many of 
beth Sexes, and which feems to make too many 
Unhappy Marriages, viz. Referving a Sove- 

feiguty to our o.n Humour. 


Gentlemen, 

Am 4 young Gentlewoy,7., shout the Age of 
~ the only remains of an Ancient and 
Honouratle Family, in the County of ——~— well 
Educated from my Infancy ; but the Mifery is, my 
Parents ieft me littie or nothing 10 Support sbis 
Frail Body of mine; axd to appear in the World 
according 10 my Birth: 1 own ’tis a great Misfor- 
sune, aud do bear it with a Chriftian Patience; 
but what ss a farther addition 10 my Unkappine/s, 
is the uneafine{s of my Temper, which makes me 


Fret the very'Skin off my Body. I would fain be 
Married, bus’tis in vain to think on’ts for as the 
Times go, Money ws the Bufinefs, and I am not 
much troubled with that Charm: However, I bave 
other Qualifications to Anfwer that defe@, which I 
woud bave fome good Man confider of. I Promife, 
whofoever be i, to be to bim an Obedient-Wife, 
(referving 10 my elf, upon fome fpeci.t occafions, 
10 have my own Huniour) for I bave an old En- 
glifh Proverb on my fide, viz. That which is bred 
in the Bone, will never out of the Flefh. Theres 
fore, pray Gentlemen, give me your Opinion, whe- 
ther if fome Honeft Man fhould fancy to Marry 
me (who % able to Maintain me, fo that J may 
not want the Neceffaries of this Life) that my Tem- 
per would mot be alter’d, and I become as Happ 
as any of my Sex, in the moft Honaurable State 
of Matrimony, for J can hive without being Wed, 
having fo much—per Ann. for my Subji{tence. 
Sir, This is my Cafe, and wifh 1 could bave writ 
it in fewer words; Ileave the whole to your con- 
fideration, and beg you. will give an Anfower ix 
‘your next Review, and I fhall never forget to re 
turn the Obligation. Bélinda, 
Really 
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Really, Madam, there are fo many Contra- 
diGions in your Letter, That-as to your Particue 
lar Cafe, the Society can fay Little, fometimes 
you would fain he Married, fometimes can live 
without being Wed. ~ 

Sometimes you have little or nothing to fup- 
port you, fometimes you have fo much per Ann. 
to live on» o- 

Sometimes you have a Frail Body ; again you 
can make a very good Wife. 

As thefe Contradiétions are very hard to be 
put cegether, to is this main Paradox, how yon 
can talk of making a good Wile with a referve to 

eur own Humour, ‘ 

This referve of Humour has a vaft Latitude 
it it, and may be which Child of all the Publick 
Mifchiefs with Ruine Familf s, ‘deftrey Hus 
bands, and expofe the very Scate of a Married 
Life.. For Example. 

Suppofe, Madam, ‘you bad: the Man you de- 
_ fire, tet it be who it wil, and this Femper of 
Humour of yours: enckin'd you to be over free 
with this Mr. Polycérp at the Wine-Ceflar, or 
any other Inhabitants of thofe Englifb Sodoms, 
that you thovght fir. Your Husband finding you 
in this Excefs, fhows his refentment; and you, 
in your D:f’nce, bring out your Marriage Ar- 
ticles, of which this is one of the Stipulations, 
thar you referv’d the Exercife of your own Tem- 
per 
things up, aod not be Angry. 

As to your (ti, Madam, they cannot per- 
fwade you to Marry, nor any Man to meddte 
with you, till yon can refolve to make no re- 
ferves that may bear you out in Embroiling your 
Family, and ruining a good Husband. 

Upon the whole. they concluded on the fol- 
lowing Heads. 

1. Referves in the Cafe of Marriages, are like 
Mental Refervations in Oaths, the inlet to all 
manner of Milchiefs. 

2. They are not fic either for Husbands or 
Wifes, who do not refolve beforehand to disband 
all Humoors and iff Tempers, and Sacrifice every 
Taclination to their Family Peace. 

3- The Special ¥ntereft of all fuch who at- 
tempt Matrimony, is to Study each others Hu- 
mours, and to endeavour fo to match their 
Tempers, that the Marriage may Unite their 
Souls as well as Bodies. 
DR haa Anfwer being promifed to the 

Querift, about the Heathén Gods, the 


So the Gentieman muft put all .thefe. 


Society thought proper to joyn them to the (wo 
other following Queries. . . oe 
E 1%. may we convince the Hearbens t 
ours is the True God, and not theirs? 
2. Was the Burning of Sodom and Gomor. 
by Natural, or Supernatural Caufes ? | 
- Has the Léw of God or Man the greater — 
Efe in Converting Ach from Sin? 


Tothe firft, The Querift is fuppofed not to 
mean the Ancient Roman Heathens, and their _ 
fet of Gods, his own Reafon will inform him 
they cannot be tryly fo; who by gheic own. 
Wartbippers ate id to commit fomeny Bnor- 
mities ag they aré ; and befides; he asks how 
m.iy-weé Convince them. Now there he intimates. _ 
fome now alive which are to be Convine’d, and — 
there excludes the Ancient Heathens: Theres 
fore, if he pleafes tomame who he means, and 
what Gods they Worthip, he thal] receive a full 
Anfwer asco the Truth of them.. 

To the Second we fay, That Sodom and Gow 
morrab were burnt by a Supernatural! Caufe 
working on Natural ones, and thus we deliver _ 
our felves, That the Earth in that Part being © 
particularly full of Sulphurous and Bicuminous © 
Matters, the Exhalations partaking of the &me,, — 
being in a greater Quantity than ufual gathers — 
ed together in the Air, and fir’d by their own © 
Motion, are dire&ted by Divine Providence to 
fall. (that we allow fupernatural uppn chofe — 
Cities) Thus arly Comet, or Blazing-Star, fhould 
a Supernatural Impulfe force it down upon Lone © 
don, or any City in the World, would have the © 
fame Etfeét. Others are of Opinion, thatthe — 
Foundation of that part of the Earth was very 
Bituminous, Pitchy, and full of Combuftible 
Matter, fo Order’d by Divine Juftice, which, for- 
the Punifhment of their Sins, firft fer Fire to 
this Matter. Suppofe it to have been by Light- — 
ning, or any other more immediate aé&t of God, _ 
(for Solinus calls it Calo sa&a tellus) now this Su- 
pernatural touch working upop the Naturak 
Caufe of fo much Fire, (i.e. the Colleétion of — 
Bitumen) “tis eafy to fuppofe, that thefe Citys 
might quickly be burnt. Hiftorians fay, That 
where thofe Places were, Rocks do now Diftit 
fuch Sulphurous Matter and the Ground fends 
forth fuch Flames that it fcorches the Air, that 
no People can Inhabit nigh ics and that on the 
fame Ground, ftand Fruit-Trees of exceeding 
fine Colour, but being touch'd, moulder Bas. 

Afbes. 


Afhes. Moft People attribute the fame Caufe 
to Mount Vefuvius and 212, as to the Burning 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
To the third Query, we fay, That the Laws 
of Men Convert moit; Men are divided inte 
_ Good and Bad, the Bad are moft Numerous, 
_ thefe not mindful of the Divine Laws (elfe they 
are not Bad )do avoid Sin only upon the Account 
~ ‘of Homan Laws, becaufe they are Penal, and that 
_ immediately after Sin Committed , whereas Di- 
vine Punifhment being referv’d for Futurity, 
does not affect them, becaufe afar off. So that 
Divine Laws work only on good Men. 
“4 Bundance of Gentlemen, who not knowing 
: very well how to manage one Wife, yet 
_ think hard they cannot have two or three, or 
_ perhaps with Sofomon, two or three Hundred, 
are frequently fending us Queftiens about the 
 Lawfulnefs of it; and we doubr not, he that 
~ forw’d it into the following Queries, thought he 
had Clench’t it dowm beyend the poffibility of an 
 Anfwer. 


= 


June 20. 1705+ 
Gentlemer, ; : 
He generofity and Candor, with which yor 
treat Imoortunate Querifts, imboldens. me 
to beg the folntion of the following Queries, as 
foon as conveniently you can. 
1. Whether what was once a Sin, will not 
always be fo ? . 
2. Whether what was nota Sin once, can be 
one now ? ; 
3. Whether, $acob, Davit, Solomon, &c. 
Sin'd in having more chan one Wife? 
4+ Whether (ii it-were not againft the Law 
of the Nation) it w.uld bea Sin for a Man to 
have two Wives ? ; : 
Sir, rour fpeedy Anfwer will lay a great obliga- 
sion upon one that Efte.ms and Admires you, more 
than be can find words to exprefs. 


r 
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To this, the Society Anfwers. 

1. What was once a Sin, will not always be fo 5 
Becaufe that Sin cannot be commitred now. 
It was a Sin in the People of J/raei to look in- 
to the Ark of the Covenant, or to break any 
ef the Judaical Ceremonies ; whereas now they 
are all broke and Abolifht, and the Pharifees 
which did after ule them, were reproach’d 
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for it; and the Covenant is laid open now that 
os ont fee the Light on't, “i ews and 
Se : 


abs was not a Sin once is one now. 
Was no Sin for Adem’s Sons, and their 
Sons and Daughters to intermarry; nay, They 
are requir’d not to Marry out of their own 
Tribe; but now “tis againft the Law, both 
Moral and Divine, to Marry a near Relation $ 
Circumftances, Time, and Place alters things 
very much. 

3. To mention only David, who was a Man 
after God’s own Heart, and indeed "twas ace 
counted a Sin in him to Lie with Uri«h’s Wife + 
but I don’t find him any where blam’d for have 
ing many of his own. Therefore 

4- 1 think it was then the Cuftom of the 
Land fo to doe,and aslong as he was as a Huse 
band fhouid be to thofe Wives, neither he 
nor any one elfe fin’d then in having many, if 
the Laws of Man did not contradié it; but 
now by the Laws of Chriftianity *tis deny’d. 
TheBithops are bid to be Husbands of one Wife 
andthey were patterns in all chings to the Peoe 
ple, which Law is not repelaed, and therefore, 
did not our Human Law forbid it, "tis finful, 
we believe moft Mea find one enough. 

Upon the whole, the Society are of the Opi 
nion, That the Weight of the Queftion turns 
upon this, Whether Bigamy be a Sin; if the 
Querift means,.whether ‘it be Malum in {e, 
whether i¢ be a meer Crime in Faet, they an- 
fwer, no: Becaufe Sin, as direétly Oppofite to 
the Purity and Nature of God, can never be 
otherwife than Sin, and will be always fo; fuch 
as Pride, Envy, Malice, &te 

But as Sin is Circumftantiated , thofe Ac- 
counts are Jinfurunder one Government, which 
aresnot fo ander another 3 and fuch is this: 

It_is every Man’s Duty to Obey,. in every 
Lawful thing, the Laws of the Government he 
lives under, both as they are Reafonable, and 
as he confents in their making to be fo Go- 
verned——-On this Account Polygmay -would 
be a Sin againft God, if pragtifed in Eng. 
Fand. 

But to all fuch Gentlemen, who would be 
loofe in this Cafe, tho” they know not what they 
ask, "tis proper to obferve; That the very 
Words of theMarriage-Contraét make it impoffi- 
ble in England for a Man tu Execute it twice, 
without making the second the Higheft Per- 
jory, and Prevarication upon the Firft ; sie 


the Wiitom of our Reformers was very vifible 
in it, Effeétually co fhut the Door, by the Civil 
Contract againft that Vice, which might other- 
wite have crept in fo, that let the Sin be what 
ic will before, it cannot be,done now without 
the Higheft Sin againft God, againft the Go- 
vernment, againft the Woman, and againft 
our felves. 


Fe dete Si are taken in by J. Matthews 
in Pukingson-Court in Little. Britain. 
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Jul Publi:hed, : 
HE Balance; or, A New Teft of the High- 
Fliers of all Sides: Bezig a -Snort View of 
the Rife of our Prefent Facuoas: Witha New 
Hittory of Paiive- Dbedience, aad a Prupotal of 
2 Bill againft Occasional Conrormity, tnat may 
Pafs both Houfes. nets 
There is now: pudlish’d, 
HE Arlaid to the 8 sor of the Tree: or, a 
Bifcourfe wherein tne Anabaptifts Mion 
and Miniitry are Examind and Oifprov’d their 
Arguments for it Retited at large their Grounds 
‘of Separation fro. the Church of Enz!und demon- 
ftrated to oe Siaiders; aud the Muteer of trem 
moft jufty revorted ‘pos chemielves, as altuge- 
ther incouiittear with the Notion of a Ciriftian 
Charch, and fo creating a Conit.ne and indeli- 
ble Prejudice againtt Comm.anion with them, 
Wherein likewife the Unity of the Church and 
Evangziical Priz{thood are atlerced agai vit’ them 
and all other Scctaries, of whatioever Dcnomina- 
tion. Prinred for G. Saworidge in Little-Britain. 
1705 . 
Newly Publith'i, 
HE Firft and Second Parts of the Tocufs : 
Or Chancery Painted to the Lift, and the 
Laws of England try’din forms Paupcris, Price 
6,d. eac 
Jaf Publithd, 
“THE State of the Cafe between Athby and 
Whire, in the Houfe of Commons, relating 
to the Ailesbury Election. With the Arguments 
made ufe ef by Sir Humphrey Mackworth, im- 
. partially Examin’d and Confider’d. Together 
with the Ancient and Fundamental Right of En- 
gilth Parliaments. Dedicated to my Lord Chief 
Fuktice Holt, occafion’d by his late Incomparable 
Speech in the Quccas-Bench, the laft Day of 
Pern, when the Asleshury Electors mov’d that 
Court for a Habeas Corpus. 
Lately Publrthed. 
Ives English and Foreign : Containing the Hi- 
ftory of the moft Iluftrious Perfons of our 
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own and other Nations, from the Yearre 
the Year 1690. By feveral Hands; wholes 
affifted inthe Work with many ivate Meme 


In two Volumes in 8vo. The Englith Li 
William Lord Burleyh, Sir Walter Raleigh, ¢ 
Duke of Buckingbum, Marquefs of jawee 
Cromweli, Duke of Hamilton, General Blake, D 
of Albemarle, Earl of Shaftsbury, Duke of Monmouth, — 
Printed for 8. Took, atthe pepe ye Gate 
in Fleet-ftreet ; and W. Davis, at the Black-Bull in 
Cornhil ; and fold by F. Nutt, near Stationers-Hall, 
Lately Publithed 5 
AD tothe Clergy in Six Sermons, Rea 
fenting their Dignity and Duty, with the Ad- — 
‘dition of two other Sermons, wherein the Clergy __ 
-are concerned, as well as the Laity, if not more ;_ 
and I am afraid both of them too much. By John 
Cock, a Presbyter of the Church of and. 
Printed. for G. Sawbridge, at the Three Flower- 
do-Luces in Littlé-Britain, 1705. 
Lately Publithed, : 
TH E Englifh-Nun: Or, a Comical Defcripe _ 
tion of a Nunnery. With the Lives and In- 
trigues of the Priefts and Nuns. Written by an 
Englith Lady, who Refided near Twelve Months — 
in a Nunnery at Bruffels. The Second Edition, 
with A iditions by the fame Hand. Printed in 
th: Year, 1705. 
He Earl of Shaftsbury’s Cafe upon the Hubeas — 
Cor » AG, wth the \rguments of the Coun- — 
cil Learned 1 che Law, and the Refolution of all 
tac Judges thereupon ; which may be of nie to fee — 
veral. and a fatisfaction to ad] in the Caic of iby 
and White, Price 1s, Print for Geo. Sawor:ige, 
atthe Three Flower-de-Luccs in Littlo-Britnin. 


THE Battles. A Poem. On the late Succeffes 
of Her Majefty’s Arms by Sea and Land. 
Printcd for Fabs Nust, near Stationers-Hall. 1705. 


OL? England ; or, the Government of Eng- 
land prov’d to be Monarchical and Heredita- 
ry, by the Fundamental Laws of England, by — 
the Authorities of Lawyers, Hiftorians, and Di- 
vines ; and Allegiance to be due to the King, not — 
only by the Laws Ecclefiattical and Civil, bur by 
the Laws of God and Nature; and that neither — 
the Pope, nor any other Power, upon any Pre= — 
tence whatiocver, can abfolve the Sabiects of Eage 
land from their Oaths and Allegiance to their — 
King. Ina Letter toa Reformer. With an Ap- 
pendix. Price2s. 6d. 
Just publith’d, 

HE Third Editioa of the Humble Reprftnta- 
tion and Complaint of the Lower Houle of 
Convocation, againft the Right Revered the Bi- 
fhop of Sarum, Printed for G. Sawbridge, at the 
Three Flower-de-Luces in Little-Britain, and 


Sold by J. Nutt, near Stationers Hall, 1705 
Price 2d. 
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